Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 027729 
ORIGIN EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-OO AF-10 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
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SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 AID-05 /084 R 
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000205 021208Z/23 

R 020253Z PEB 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USINT HAVANA 
INFO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 027729 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PDIP, CU, UR 

SUBJECT:GEORGIY ARBATOV IN CUBA/PONOMAREV VISIT 

REF: HAVANA 0248 

WE ARE REPEATING CABLE SUMMARIZING SUPREME SOVIET- 
CONGRESSIONAL TALKS DURING CLOSED SESSIONS ON CAPITOL HILL 
JANUARY 23-26. CUBAN ROLE IN AFRICA AROSE ONLY MARGINAL- 
LY DURING THESE SESSIONS. IN RESPONSE TO CONGRESSMAN 
DIGGS' REQUEST JANUARY 25 FOR COMMENT ON CHARGE THAT CUBANS 
ARE SIMPLY SURROGATES FOR SOVIETS IN AFRICA, TASS DIRECTOR 
GENERAL ZAMYATIN RESPONDED ALONG LINES THAT CUBA IS AN 
INDEPENDENT AND SOVEREIGN STATE WHICH SETS ITS OWN POLICIES, 
DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN. THE SOVIET UNION LOOKS ON CUBAN AC- 
TIVITIES IN AFRICA WITH FULL UNDERSTANDING. IT IS A 
NATURAL PROCESS FOR THE CUBANS TO PROVIDE MILITARY AD- 
VISERS. ZAMYATIN WENT ON TO SAY THERE HAS BEEN A HUE AND 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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CRY ABOUT SO-CALLED CUBAN AGGRESSION IN ANGOLA, BUT TIME 
ITSELF SHOWS THAT THE CUBAN ASSISTANCE HAS ENABLED ANGOLA 
TO SURVIVE THE COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY FORCES, WHICH RE- 
CEIVED SOME ASSISTANCE FROM ZAIRE AND THE UNITED STATES. 
DEPARTMENT OFFICER WHO ATTENDED CLOSED SESSIONS DOES NOT 
RECALL ARBATOV MAKING ANY COMMENT ON SOVIET POLICY IN 
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AFRICA OR CUBAN ROLE THERE. VANCE 
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